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Irish Living History Society
Sharon Palmer
2384 River Run Trace
Columbus OH 43235

Irish Living History Society, June 2004

The June meeting will be
 Monday June 28, 7:30
at Coffman Park 

5600 Post Road, 
One mile from Interstate 270, Exit 17A
http://www.dublinirishfestival.org/about/
directions.php
_____________________________

Something from the President:

Notes from Rio Grande Demo:

Lynne, Don and I had a great time. Many people stopped by to talk to us, and we handed out a few membership applications.

Don attracted a lot of attention from the crowd when he used his "blacksmith in a bottle", and many folks (your president included) were impressed with the carving skills Lynne exhibited while carving a soapstone mould. I was also pleased with the attention the crowd paid when we cast pewter into the mould Lynne had carved! Don took some pictures and said that he will post them onto the internet directory.

The Yurt looks very good with the painted sidewalls, and Julie's painted "carvings" on some of the "stones" look just right! Great Job to everyone who helped paint!
Other Notes:

We have been invited to set up and demonstrate at the Shamrock club's Irish music festival on July 16th & 17th. We will be on the far side of the playground near the trees. There will be on site security. I am hopping that we will have a bit better turn out than the Rio Grande festival though, my throat got sore!

So, come out to Coffman park for the meeting (June 28th at 7:30 pm), and help us to look at the site and plan where things will be!

Hope to see you there!  
Terry/Turlough

_____________________________

A heartfelt thank you to the Irish Living History Folks for participating in the First Viking Festival. We received a few comments from people who expressed how pleased they were with the how knowledgeable and friendly the re-enactors were. Since they said friendly I figured they must have meant the Irish and not the Vikings.

Many thanks.
Eddval Wolftamer of the Lost Vikings Hoard

_____________________________

Report from Tigernach, Authenticity Officer.

Go mbeannaigh Dia daoibh go léir!

Life continues sedately in the wilds of Kentucky. 

I have 5 gal. of Mead nearly ready to bottle, of our standard apple honey type.  I will make sure we have a few bottles for the exhibit and for the feast.  I am going to try to get it into the bottles by the end of this month so that it's in the bottles for at least 30 days.  I hope it will settle enough to be drinkable.  I'm thinking of turning out a red ale as well.  This will be fairly simple and drinkable pint in a style that we know dates at a minimum to the 18th century, and probably is traditional to Ireland.
If we have found a suitable barrel, I will make a batch of Mead on site. Panther Primitives has a 10 gal. water keg which we could convert. 
I have not yet talked Allison, but I don't imagine that will be a problem, since we are actually not fermenting or selling it.  We also have to decide what to do with it after the festival. 

I have two very well-established hive of bees, and is possible, perhaps, that I may have a small harvest of honey, which I could present as cut comb at the festival, if you think it would be useful.  It will need to be covered in some way to avoid the interest of other flying things.  I would welcome any ideas on presentation.
A useful project in soapstone would be the construction small oil lamps, with a wick for burning wax or tallow or even olive oil.  These are common house furnishings, and might prove useful at night as well.

Do we want to construct practice axes for use by the soldiery?  I would suggest in this regard shafts of hardwood with hardened leather blades.  I would still pad the edges of the ax as a blow with the leather would still be fairly unpleasant.  Another possibility might be quilted heads sewn between two panels of ordinary heavy leather.  Again, I'm open to suggestions.

It probably would be a good idea at this time, also start reviewing kit.  Each of us should have a persona with a discrete social position, personal history, and function with our little community.  If you need help developing a persona description, or need bits of kit, contact me at <mailto:tigernach@pipeline.com>tigernach@pipeline.com .

Basic kit: Léine (long linen shirt); brat (rectangular pinned cloak); trews (Baggy pants); crios (belt);  bolg (bouch or bag for necessaries); bróga (shoes); dealg (pin or brooch).  

Women wear a second, fine brat, as a veil, especially if married.  The veil is also a mark for nuns; may be of fine white linen and pinned under the chin; nuns should not be seen without them in public.  (Shocking, shocking, the converse...!)  

Soldiers wear the ionar (jacket) and fallaing (hooded short cloak), and fight with the Ga (Spear), Birin (javelin or dart), Claimhe (sword), Scian (knife) and Tua (axe), and protect themselves with the Scath (shield) and someimed the Cathbarr (helmet) and Luireach (lorica- bodyarmor of leather or maille).  

Put together your basic kit... and let's see how we can improve it, bit by bit.

Questions you should be able to answer, if asked, in persona:

Where were you born?  To what tribe and nation do you belong?  What languages to speak?  What role do have in the community?  What work do you do for the tribe? What is your connection to Brian Ború? What year is it (AD 1004)?  What is going on in Ireland and abroad in that year? What is it that you are holding/wearing/doing? 

We can start there.  And I can probably stop here. 

Míse, le meas,
Tigernach

_____________________________

From the Far South (May)

I suppose I should give a small report on what I'm doing.  I regret not being able to attend meetings, but I have been active in setting up shop with my various hobbies down here in Kentucky.

At this point, I have a full working woodshop in the basement, which also has the tools to give me some capacity for metalwork, at least of the cold working variety.  I have another room set up for selling and leatherwork.  Brewing is going along well; I hope to have a certain amount of Irish Red Ale available for our use as well as mead.

The latest addition to matters here is a pair of beehives.  The bees themselves should arrive sometime next week, and, although I don't expect to have much in the way of honey for August, I should be able to have some beeswax, if we should need it.  I do have stores of leather, wax, and wood available for projects.

Available for use by the Society are some additions to my library here, including Halsall's Warfare and Society in the Barbarian West, 450-900, and Patterson's Cattle Lords and Clansmen.

As Authenticity Officer, I would ask everyone to pull out the kit that they intend to use at the Dublin Irish Festival this year, and see what needs to be done on it in terms of work.  If you need an article of kit, such as a pouch or belt, please let me know, and we will see what we can do about fulfilling your need.  

I would ask everyone in our little tribe to pick at least one craft or skill which they would like to our for which they can that they can demonstrate, and use it to make beautiful things for the building above our society.  I think we have some money for raw materials for such projects.  If there are specific projects I can help you with, I would like to do so.

From Cnoc na Sagart (The Priests' Hill)
Tigernach mac Eóghain ua Áeda 
Authenticity Officer

_____________________________

Minutes – Irish Living History Society, 
April 26, 2004

The Irish Living History Society met on Monday, April 26, in the Main Library of Columbus.

Don Gatton passed out the Treasurer’s report – we have a balance of $1402.40 as of 4/26/04.  The new yurt has been paid for but not delivered, as of the meeting date.

We listened to a few minutes of “How the Irish Saved Civilization” on tape that Joanne Powers brought in.

Old business:

The Rio Grande Celtic Festival has been changed to June 19. The Viking Festival at Ashville will be May 29.

We watched a video called:  “Ireland, Great Britain, and Brittany – Journeys of the Celtic Legend.”  Other videos were passed around to give us an idea about what is available for us to learn more about our time period and heritage.  Some of these additional titles included:  “A Celtic Journey through Time;” “Legends of the Isles;” “In Search of Ancient Ireland.”  All these and more are available through the Columbus Public Library, and can be delivered to a neighborhood branch. 

Next Meeting:

Monday, June 28:  A meeting at our site at Coffman Park in Dublin is planned for 7:30 p.m.

Christy

_____________________________

Members:

Congratulations to Julie McGhee on being chosen Irish Woman of the Year, 2004. Julie works tirelessly for the Irish community and in 2003 dedicated herself to getting a historical marker erected in McPherson Commons honoring the Irish in Columbus. As past treasurer of the Irish Living History Society, Julie secured for us our nonprofit status.

Congratulations also to Marita Surrey, a long time member of the ILHS on becoming Daughters of Erin Member of the Year, 2004. We appreciate Marita's expertise in auditing our books.

Our sympathy to Ron Crow on the loss of his mother. Ron is our Irish Language advisor. Virginia Crow illustrated the first two books, St. Patrick's Irish Primer and St. Brigid's Irish Primer, of Ron's Irish language series: The Irish Home Tutor.

Lynne 

_____________________________

From the Editor:

My apologies for missing the May newsletter.

Please send address corrections or contributions for the newsletter to ranvaig@columbus.rr.com.

Our mailing list can be found at http:// groups.yahoo.com/group/irishlivinghistory/.  Please join the mailing list if you don’t belong.

Ranvaig
