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No December Meeting.

12th night Feast
Sat Jan 10th, 5-8 pm 
Whetstone Park.

Thomas Powers resigns as President.

Election is Coming!!

12th Night Feast: 
Saturday Jan 10th, 5-8 pm 

at the enclosed shelter house at Whetstone Park.  This is a potluck feast so bring enough to share and bring a friend to recruit into the ILHS!  

Medieval recipes are encouraged but not mandatory.  Remember the shelter house is a dry site and don't forget your feast gear.

Here are some food suggestions:

http://www.cs.vassar.edu/~capriest/vikfood.html
http://www.vikinganswerlady.org/food.htm
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FEASTS/Irish-Vik-fst-art.html
http://home.earthlink.net/~mkcooks/AFeastAtCarrickFergus.htm http://members.aol.com/renfrowcm/links.html
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD/cheesemaking-msg.html
—————————————————————

From our President:

Late last week I received a job offer in Albuquerque, NM. After 6 months of unemployment, the chance to move closer to my family and to see sunshine even in the winter looks pretty good.  Unfortunately the start date is in early January.  This means a crash program to get my smithing stuff sorted, winnowed out and packed as only I can say "that rusty piece of metal goes and that other rusty piece of metal stays". Especially since we were already visiting my Parents for Christmas and so miss 11 days of packing but gain several days of househunting down there. (It is likely that I will move a couple of months earlier than the rest of the family.)

So it is with a heavy heart that I must tender my resignation as president of the ILHS.  With elections so close I would expect that the current office holders would cover my absence until the new President is elected.

The Irish Living History Society has filled me with pride every year as I see how much we do at the Dublin Irish Festival with so few people. I have stood at the head table with tears in my eyes toasting the group who make it all possible.

I hope that the ILHS will weather my sudden departure and with the election of a new President, go forward with ever more energy and vision, (not to mention new Vikings to "share" in the reenactment!). With our new location and the extra visibility it gives us the ILHS can do great deeds in letting people get a taste for what it was like living in Ireland of 1000 years ago.

We need to gain more visibility in the community and to attract new members. The demo for the Irish Dance Competition was a positive step in this 

direction. The possibility of doing the Rio Grande Tri Valley Celtic Festival is another. Don't forget the OSU Medieval Fair either!

I had offered to give a presentation to the various Irish groups locally; but I will not be able to– I hope someone else can step in and work on this.

As a parting gift I have a few things to give to the group, some of the cooperage I have acquired, a tripod for the fire. even some soapstone to make a lamp from.  (A second hammered out pot is also ready to go but I owed that to the group.)  Lastly I give my best wishes for a growing vibrant group that is gaining national attention! (We have been invited to other Irish Festivals in other states!)

I would say that all those who have drunk the water of the filoqfia---(however it's spelled, spellcheck hasn't a clue!), are bound by a friendship that mere miles cannot end!

Health and Prosperity

Thomas Powers
Former President of the ILHS

—————————————————————

Minutes of Irish Living History Society, November, 2003

The monthly meeting of the Irish Living History Society (ILHS) was held on Monday, November 24, at the Columbus Main Library, at 7:30 p.m.

Members of the ILHS were invited to an “Areachtus” (sp?) on Saturday, November 29 at the Hyatt Regency in Columbus.  A regional (or national) dance competition was held that weekend, and organizers thought that some of our members demonstrating their skills would add to the theme of the weekend – “Treasures of Ireland.”

Dublin Irish Festival News:

· President Thomas Powers is still looking for a speaker and more information about “yurts.”  We are thinking of buying one to replace the photography tent.  Sharon Palmer suggested that a replacement for the cook tent might be nice also.    

· Discussion was held about the need for multiple fire areas at the festival, for the cooking log, for heating rocks, maybe another fire tray and a bigger oven also

· There is a link from the Irish Festival website to our ILHS website – our site needs to be updated. 

Twelfth Night Feast

· Thomas checked on the availability of the shelter house at Whetstone Park; it was available on both January 10 and 11.  As of the November meeting, Saturday, January 10 seemed to be the preferred date.  It will be announced for sure in the December newsletter.

· The Feast will last from 5 to 8 p.m.  Everyone should bring a dish to share (preferably authentic).  Guests are encouraged and welcomed!

Additional items:

· We need to recruit more members; Thomas would like to have speakers present our “story” for other Irish groups, in the hopes of attracting new members.

· No December meeting; next meeting will be at the Columbus Main Library, 
7:30 p.m., on Monday, January 26.

· At our February meeting there will be nominations for officers; elections will be held at the March meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Christy Prenoveau (BREACC), Secretary

—————————————————————

From the Editor

The Dublin Irish Festival now has a link to our site, hopefully we will get some inquiries from this.

Here is an interesting web site

http://www.historyireland.com/resources/research/archives.html

I’ve tried to recreate the address list, but I know a few names have slipped thru the cracks.  If you know any of the newer members or ones that don’t come to the meetings, please pass on the information about the Twelfth Night Feast.

And please, pretty please send their address to me

Sharon Palmer (Ranvaig)
2384 River Run Trace, Columbus, OH 43235
ranvaig@columbus.rr.com

Email List

To keep up to date on Irish Living History, subscribe to the Yahoo Group http://groups.yahoo.com/group/irishlivinghistory
Or send an email to: 
irishlivinghistory-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

—————————————————————

A chairde liom  (O my friends)!

Well. I am settling down as a country squire. 

I made hard cheese for the first time today.   I hope to have some aged cheese ready for the DIF next year.  I am going to check to see if I can find any information on cheesemaking in poems or law tracts in Irish.  I will share what I find.

I did a manchego style, with cow's milk instead of sheep's milk, for the first run.  It can be eaten within a few days, or aged as a table cheese, or in a year, be devoted to grating.  There is another, similar, monastic style called montesio that seems to be very ancient, and would likewise be appropriate, I think, for us. I am going to try making that one with raw cow's milk, and will have to age it for at least 60 days to make sure there are not problems with it. It would be easy to make in a fulacht fia, a technology for which I am seeing MANY uses all of a sudden!

The county extension agent is eager for me to start ranching with 30,000 head of cattle next spring.  They are LITTLE cattle... bees, of course!  Honey for MEAD!!!!  CHEAP !!!!!!!!!!  Also good for pollination... there is  a dearth of bees here just now due to parasites.

Perhaps I will bring samples of honeycomb.  We can make wax candles with our very own beeswax!

And, lest you all worry, I am successfully resisting the impulse to build an observation hive for the Festival.  At least at this point.

Did I say there is a woodshop in the cellar here?  Well there is!

Míse, le meas (Meself, with respect),

Tigernach 

 (Oct 25, 2003, from the email list)

————————————————————— Friends in the ILHS,

I was asked to attend a meeting of the Clan na Gael as a representative of the ILHS on Dec. 17th.

They are planning for the annual dinner-dance on March 6 at the Westin in Columbus.

The cost will be $42.50 per ticket before Jan.31 and $50 after. Before you all say no we don't want to be a part of this. I think we should discuss this.

There may be benefits to being a part of a group. As a combined group we got the marker up and we might get a grant from the Cultural Foundation down the pike. There is strength in numbers.

We might consider giving $10 towards the price of a ticket and if we purchase before Jan. 31 that would reduce the cost to $32.50.

We should keep our name before the other groups  and also nominate one of our own to receive recogniation on that evening.

Let me know if you want me to attend further Clan na Gael meetings as your representative or do we NOT want to be a part of Clan na Gael. At this time I did indicate we might consider taking a table of 10 but I need imput from you people.

I guess we need to think about us as a group - are we a group? I haven't heard from anyone for a while.

Julie McGhee
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